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Y search, informant interviews and study of historical documents. Two
ey sltes, 45-0K-182H (Blackburn Homestead) and 45-DO-202H (Condon Ferry)
ﬁ%h required subsurface investigation. Of particular interest were build-
4\' Ings, recognizable concentrations of objects (such as refuse dumps),
?ﬁ‘ scatters and buried objects. When a Chinese coin was found at prehis~
‘s toric site 45-D0-211, subsurface Investigations were conducted In the
L] historic component, designated 45-D0O-Z10H. However, no definite evi-
\;ﬁ. dence of Chinese Influence was found.
L
:fi The 30 sites Inciuded five allotments, nine placer mines, 12
’oo homesteads, three ferry crossings and a burial marker. Evidence indi-
.3* cates that the area was settled by homesteaders and miners In the late

nineteenth and early twentieth century. The ferrles and associated

buildings that served the miners and homesteaders were installed during :
this same perlod. The last mine was abandoned durlng the 1950s and }
most homesteads by shortly after World War |. Improved roads and

bridges made the ferries obsolete by 1930. Remnants of homesteads,

mines, al lotments and ferry landings suggest that, in general, these
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1. INTRODUCTION

Professional archaeologlical interest in historic cultural resources has
grown rapidly in the last decade, spurred by the enactment of a comprehensive,
integrated body of federal statutes, regulations, and guldelines designed to
protect signlficant cultural properties threatened by either natural or human
agencies. As steward of the cultural properties under its jurisdiction, the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle District, undertook a comprehensive
program of cultural resource inventory, assessment, and impact mitigation In
response to an anticlpated ten-foot pool raise behind Chief Joseph Dam. These
investigations, which were carried out by the University of Washington's
Office of Public Archaeology (OPA) under two separate contracts with the Corps
(DACW67-77~C-0099 and DACW67-78-C-0106), encompassed both prehistoric and
historic cultural remains. The current report, describing the results of
survey and salvage studies of historic properties, is one of a series of
reports issuing from this Corps-sponsored research.

The project area is located in north-central Washington along a 45-mile
reach of the Columbia River between River Miles (RM) 545 and 590 in Okanogan
and Douglas counties. Several previous archaeological investigations had been
undertaken in this same area as a consequence of original dam construction and
planning for the proposed second powerhouse (Osborne 1949; Osborne et al.
1952; Leonhardy 1970; Lyman 1975; Munsell and Salo 1977). Although most of
this earlier work focused on reconnalssance of prehistoric sites, inventory
survey efforts by Washington State University (Lyman 1975) and the Corps
(Munsell and Salo 1977) identified 42 historic sites. The overwhelming
majority of these were within the guide-taking |ines of the proposed pool
raise. Reconnalssance undertaken by OPA In the fall of 1977 under Contract
DACW67-77-C-0099 added several sites to this inventory. Much of this work
provided helpful background for our research. The sites described In this
report are shown in Figure 1-1. Because most of them were expected to be
damaged or destroyed by the pool raise, Investigations were undertaken to
determine both thelr cultural significance and the need for further mitigative
efforts. Consequently, all historic cultural properties located within the
Corps' guide-taking |lnes were assessed by means of mapping, photographic

documentation, structure and feature descriptlion; and, at some sites, surface ‘ﬂ
col lection and |imited subsurface testing. This on-site information was ]
supplemented by a review of pertinent |iterature and informant interviews. 3
The following chapters are organized as follows. The second chapter '
deals with the strategy and tactics of historic site Investigations employed ::
at the Chief Joseph Dam Project. |t outliines both data recovery and data '*
analysis procedures and Identifies biases that might affect study findings. ;ﬂ
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The third chapter provides a general review of project area history,
describing several historlcal "themes" that helped us classify elements In the
historic cultural resource Inventory. These are: the al|lotment and
reservation system, early mining, particularly placer mining by Chinese,
homesteading, and early river transportation. Chapters 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 each
provide a more detalled background for one of these themes and describe the
historic sites which reiate to it. A brief summary of the findings and thelr
implications Is presented as the final chapter.
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2. PROJECT STRATEGY

Historic sites In the project area were investigated by means of on-site,
ethnographic, documentary and archival techniques. On-site assessment
techniques Included mapping and photographing each above-ground building,
structure, and feature; describing the layout and condition of the site; and,
any measures recommended to mitigate the effects of pool raise behind Chlef
Joseph Dam. Evidence of structure and content at most sites was concentrated
at the surface. Two sites, 45-0K-182H (Blackburn Homestead) and 45-D0-202H
(Condon Ferry), however, required subsurface Investigation. Publ ished
historical accounts, public records, and material in the archives of the
Bureau of Indlan Affalrs were examined for clues to site ownershlp and
function. Interviews were conducted with local informants, many of whom were
direct descendants of ploneers.

ARCHAEOLOG | CAL SOURCES

According to standard practice In historic archaeology, we refer to the
component parts of historic sites as "features." Attributes of these
features, such as condltlon and age, were easily determined because most were
above ground and so were easlily visible. Simple inspection of features was
often sufficient to establish function since most were readily recognizable
structures or objects with contemporary counterparts. For purposes of
analysis and description, the features were organized Into four categories:
buildings, structures other than bulldings, portable objects, and
miscel laneous (Inciuding buried objects). Of particular Interest to
researchers were bulildings, recognizable concentrations of objects (such as
refuse dumps), scatters of objects (lacking the definltive boundaries of
concentrations), and buried objects (often very well preserved). The
relationships among objects, such as fruit frees in proximity to buildings and
tools, were Important In determining and dating site function. A more
detailed description of the four categories and their sub-components Is found
in the project's management plan (Jermann et al. 1978) as well as In
individual discussions in later chapters.

HISTORICAL SOURCES
Examination of published historles and other documentary and archival

sources was an jntegral part of our historic site research. Two kinds of
sources, researched publ ished accounts and publ ished oral histories,
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